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No one can doubt the wisdom of Dr. Boyd's method in connecting, as he 
has done, the educational theory with the social philosophy. I venture to 
suggest, however, that the exposition would have been clearer, and the incon- 
sistencies in the educational theories more intelligible, if he had emphasized 
the fact that Rousseau represents a turning point in social and political 
philosophy between the older contract theories, to which in his form of state- 
ment he adheres, and the more modern 'organic' view. This is very convinc- 
ingly shown in Dr. Bosanquet's Philosophical Theory of the State, a book to 
which Dr. Boyd does not refer. 

J. E. C. 

A System of Psychology. By Knight Dunlap. New York, Charles Scrib- 

ner's Sons, 1912. — pp. ix, 368. 

Professor Dunlap gives as the raison d'itre of this new text-book on Psy- 
chology the belief that there is danger lest the purely analytic method of 
psychological investigation prevent the proper and final integration and the 
mind be not appreciated as coherent and unitary. In this purpose he will 
undoubtedly have the approval of not a few psychologists who in their modes 
of thought are actuated by philosophical ideals. To the "strictly scientific 
psychologist " his purpose may seem a clear case of intellectual apostasy. But 
the question is not so much the desirability of the end he proposes — that we 
are willing enough to concede — but what is his method and how well has he 
succeeded? 

In the first place, his method does not dispense with a systematic treatment 
of the usual topics in the general text-book on this subject, and we find, as a 
consequence, a statement often limited but usually fresh and vigorous, of 
much that is accepted by all students of this science. He does omit as a sub- 
ject too complex for cursory treatment, any discussion of cerebral anatomy, 
but gives nevertheless just about one third of the book to a discussion of the 
one subject of Sensation. In the second place, and more positively, his method 
does call for a clear enunciation of belief that looks forward to a certain con- 
ception of the ultimate character of the mind. The book while in no sense 
reactionary is sane and safe and will be eminently useful for those who have 
had an elementary course in the subject and are interested to go further and 
desire light upon some of the more theoretical aspects of the science. Con- 
cerning the Ego he contends against any form of the 'content' hypothesis, 
but asserts that we are obliged to assume a point of reference over all content 
of consciousness, and this transcendental unity of apperception is the Ego. 
As such it is forever safe from analysis or investigation. Or as the conclusion 
is phrased "We must bear in mind the fact not only that we can know nothing 
about the Ego, but that there is nothing to be known about it." 

The style is clear and easy. The presentation of his matter is fresh and 
stimulating. 

Halbert H. Britan. 
Bates College 



